
English Learning Journey  

The purpose of the English curriculum:  

1. To give you the tools to analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects, whilst also being 

able to communicate clearly, effectively, and imaginatively in your own writing.  

2. To become adept in creating imaginative and descriptive pieces of extended prose.  

3. To critically evaluate texts, showing understanding of the relationships between texts and their contexts.  

4. To be able to study pieces of 19th Century fiction, gaining understanding of writer’s purpose and contexts.  

5. To be able to study an entire 20th Century novel, gaining understanding of the social, cultural and historical 

context.  

Key 

Stage 3 

You will analyse non fiction 
texts as well as short films and 
adverts. You will know how to 
speak clearly and convey ideas 

confidently, presenting and 
debating ideas.  

You will know how musicians and po-
ets use key techniques such as similes, 

metaphors and alliteration . You will 
analyse and compare lyrics and po-

ems, as well as having the opportunity 
to add backing music to your own 

lyrics.  

Unit 1:  

Media Studies 

No matter your starting point, when you 
begin your journey at  Olive Academy 

Thurrock, you will delve into units that will 
strengthen your literacy skills. Through an 

exploration of texts you will develop an 
understanding of the world beyond Thur-
rock. You will also develop language skills 
to help you to communicate effectively.  

The Baseline assessments that you com-
plete during induction will help us to iden-
tify any gaps in learning and we will cater 

our lessons to meet your needs.  

Unit 2:  

Rap is Poetry 

Unit 3:  

Creative Writing  

You will analyse story 
structures and then  cre-
ate your own story. You 
will explore ambitious 

vocabulary as well as use 
punctuation accurately.  

Unit 4:  

Historical Novel 

Our choice of novel will 
enable you to explore 

how language has 
changed over time and 
what is deemed to be 

socially acceptable today. 

Unit 5:  Introduction  

into Shakespeare  

You will learn the basic 
contextual knowledge 

surrounding Shakespeare 
and explore plot and 

characters.   

Unit 6:  

Modern Novel 

Our choice of novel will enable you 
to read for pleasure whilst also de-
veloping an understanding of cur-
rent global issues. You will analyse 
characters and how their environ-

ment influence their choices.  

KS3 Assessments: 

You will be assessed at the end of 

each unit. We will focus on Speaking 

and Listening, Reading and creative 

KS4: 

Year 10 

Unit 1: Poetry  

Unit 2:  

19th Century Novel 

Unit 3:  19th-21st  Century Fiction 

& English Language Paper 1 

Unit 4:  

Shakespeare 

Your poetry analysis skills will 
be developed further to in-
clude analytical, evaluative 

and comparative paragraphs. 

You will learn more about the 
context and plot of the chosen 

novel and build upon your analyti-
cal skills through writing clear and 

concise paragraphs. 

Through a selection of 19th-21st century extracts you will 
learn to Identifying points relevant to given questions and 
use relevant evidence from the text to support your an-
swers. You will continue to develop your analytical skills 

You will use the skills of analysis 
to gain knowledge of the fea-
tures of Shakespearean plays 
and their relevant contextual 

information. 

You will revise all literacy and liter-
ary skills delivered throughout Year 
10. You will work towards securing 
a minimum of entry level certificate 

qualification (Stages 1 and/or 2). 

Stage 1: 

Step Up to 

English  

AQA assessment that consists of two 
components:  1. Literacy Topics (Spoken 

Language Task, Reading Task and 
Writing Task) .                                                           

2. Creative Reading and Writing . 

AQA Level 1 and 2 Functional Skills in 
English are modular. You will be assessed 
in Reading, Writing and Speaking, listen-

ing and Communicating.  

 

Stage 2: 

Functional 

Skills  

KS4: 

Year 11 

Unit 5:  19th-21st  Century 

Non Fiction & English Lan-

guage Paper 2 

A comparative exploration of 
non-fiction extracts from the 

19th-21st century.  

Unit 6: Revision and 

preparation for Year 

11 qualifications.  

Language: Paper 2 

Mock feedback & revi-

sion  

Literature: Modern 

Novel or Drama  

Creative Writing—

Fiction and Non Fiction  
Assessments: 

‘Walking, Talking’ 

Exam preparation and 

Exam skills. 

Language and  

Literature revision.  

You will be supported with your revi-
sion  to complete the English Language 
GCSE. Some of you will revise for  the 

Literature paper too.   

Functional Skills prepa-

ration and revision   
Speaking and Listening 

assessments  

Where will your English 
qualifications take you? 

You could be the next   
journalist; scriptwriter;  

publisher; editor; author; 
speech therapist; web con-

tent producer… 

the list is endless! 


